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          SCHOOL WASTE  SORT

School:   
                              Coordinator: 

Date:


                    People Involved: 

Waste assessed from: 
· Cafeteria waste:



Weight =       lbs.


Volume =
     gallons

· Classroom/office waste


Weight =       lbs.


Volume =            gallons

· Whole school


  Total Weight =       lbs.
              Total Volume =           gallons
The following data were recorded:

	RECYCLABLES


	Weight

(lbs.)
	Volume

(gal.)
	% Weight of Total
	% Volume of Total

	Paper Bags
	
	
	
	

	Aluminum 
	
	
	
	

	Plastic Bottles 
	
	
	
	

	Paper Towels and Napkins*
	
	
	
	

	Mixed Recyclable Paper 
	
	
	
	

	Glass Jars
	
	
	
	

	Food Waste*
	
	
	
	

	Total Recyclables
	
	
	
	

	Non-Recyclables

(Trash)
	Weight

(lbs.)
	Volume

(gal.)
	
	

	Milk and Juice Cartons
	
	
	
	

	Non-recyclable Plastics
	
	
	
	

	Non-recyclable Paper
	
	
	
	

	Miscellaneous (other)
	
	
	
	

	Total Non-Recyclables
	
	
	
	


* These items are recyclable within a school composting or vermicomposting system.

Other items found in the trash:
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**Double click on the pie graphs to enter your results into these charts and see how your garbage breaks down by volume and weight!  Students can complete activities on the following two pages.
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Name: _________________________




Date: _____________
__________ _____    students recently performed a waste sort or assessment of your school’s cafeteria waste. Your classmates gloved up, dumped out all the trash, sorted, estimated 

its volume and weighed it. Here is what they found:

	Materials


	Weight

(lbs.)
	Volume

(gal.)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Activity 2: Now, list the materials that could have be recycled or reused.  Then, add up their weights and volumes to find the total weight and volume of recyclable materials in your trash.

	Recyclable or Reusable
	Weight (pounds)
	Volume (gallons)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Total Amount that could have been recycled or reused
	
	


Activity 3: 

Every day, for each person in the Portland metropolitan area, over 5 pounds of trash are thrown away.

How could you reduce the amount of trash YOU make during lunchtime or in the classroom? 

Think of the Three R’s: Reduce, Reuse and Recycle!
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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For further assistance or to borrow equipment, contact Clackamas County Recycling Partnership at 503-353-4454 or eileens@co.clackamas.or.us





% of total volume by category:
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% of total weight by category
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Activity 1:





a) Find the total weight of the trash sorted:

















b) Find the total volume of trash sorted:








 �





Some answers to your possible questions:





What’s the difference between weight and volume?





Weight measures how heavy an object is.





Volume measures how much space an object takes up.























Use this waste sort form to help track what you find while sorting through your school’s trash.  Empty the garbage out onto a plastic drop cloth and sort into the following categories.  Remember to glove up first and wear close-toed shoes! Please don’t sort through health room or bathroom garbage cans.
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